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The Committee op Privileges, to whom the Pe- 
tition of the Freeholders of Wexford, was referred; 
■ Have agreed upon the following Report : 



!• 

1 



I 'HE fact of Mr. Alcock s Lunacy being established by the production 
°i an Inquisition of a Jury, taken upon a Commission of Lunacy 
under the Great Seal of Ireland; — Your Committee proceeded to enquire 
into the allegation of the Petitioners, that there is not the slightest hope 
that he wiU recover; and having examined Dr. Robert Darlillg° Willis and 

Mi . JohnDunston, the Medical Attendantsupon Mr. Alcock, and Mr. Thomas 

Warburton, Keeper of the House in which he is confined ; Your Committee 
are of opinion, that Mr. Alcock’s malady, though severe and awravated 
by its long continuance, cannot at present be considered as incurable. 

Y'our Committee have endeavoured in the next place to ascertain, what 
has been the Law and Practice of Parliament, in cases similar to the pre- 
sent, and have collected several Precedents ; which will be found in 
Appendix B. 



In the course of this investigation. Your Committee have been unable 
to discover any sufficient authority for discharging a Member from his 
service in Parliament, on account of his being afflicted with a curable 
malady. 



It IS true, that the Writs issued by Edward the First, in the 28th year 
of his Reign, direct the Sheriffs to summon those who had been elected 
for the Parliament holden in the preceding Easter, and in all cases, 
where the persons so elected should be prevented by death or infirmity 
from attending, to elect others in their room. It is also stated in Brook’s 
Abridgement, that similar Writs were issued in the 38th year of Henry 
the Eighth, without making any distinction between sickness curable and 
incurable; but it must be recollected, that at these periods the Session of 
Parliament was usually of so limited a duration, that it might reasonably 
be presumed, that any severe illness, however short, would incapacitate 
a Member from attending. 

In subsequent cases. The House appears uniformly to have enquired 
into the nature of the alleged malady ; and to have granted, or refused, a 
new Writ, according as there seemed to be a permanent or temporary 
incapacity in the Member previously returned. 





APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix - - - A. - - - Evidence. 



— No. i. — 

PROCEEDINGS in the matter of William Congreve Alcock, a Lunatic, 
in the Court of Chancery of Ireland. 

ORDER. 

Lord Chancellor. November 26th 1810. 

In the matter of William Congreve Alcock, a Lunatic. 

W HEREAS Henry Alcock, of in the county of Wexford, Esq. 

this day petitioned the Right honourable the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, 
setting forth, That Petitioner’s eldest Son, William Congreve Alcock, late of Land- 
scape in the county of Waterford, Esq. now of the age of thirty-six years or there- 
abouts, did upwards of twelve months since evince evident symptoms of mental 
derangement ; in consequence whereof Petitioner caused his said Son to be placed 
under the care of Robert Willis and Thomas Warburton, Esqrs. professional gen- 
tlemen of high reputation in cases of insanity : that Petitioner’s said Son has now for 
upwards of twelve months remained under the care of said Robert Willis and Thomas 
Warburton, at the house of said Thomas Warburton, at Whitmore in the county of 
Middlesex, in a state of total mental derangement, and is occasionally seized with 
violent paroxysms of insanity, and is w holly incapable of conducing himself with 
safety to his person, or managing his own affairs ; that it would be highly detrimental 
to the said William C. Alcock, both as to his mind and to his health, to remove him 
from the house of the said Thomas Warburton ; that Petitioner’s said Son is now 
seised of freehold Estates in the county of Waterford, worth One thousand Pounds 
per annum and upwards, and is also entitled to an annuity of Four hundred' Pounds 
per annum for Petitioner's life, and charged on Petitioner’s Estate, in the county of 
Wexford; that Petitioner’s said Son stands indebted in a considerable sum,, by 
judgment and otherwise, to various persons, many of whom are become impatient for 
payment of their demands, and threaten to have recourse to legal proceedings it not 
speedily paid; that Petitioner is anxious to be appointed jointly with James Wallace 
of the city of Dublin, Esq. Petitioner’s son-in-law, and brother-in-law of the said 
William Congreve Alcock, Committees of the Person and Estates of Petitioner's said 
Son; Petitioner therefore prayed his Lordihip to order a Commission to issue, to try 
and enquire into the state of mind of the said W“ C. Alcock, and that the Commis- 
sioners to be named in said Commission, and the Jury to be impannelied before 
them, might proceed to the investigation, upon such proofs and evidences as should 
be produced before them, without requiring the personal attendance of the said 
William Congreve Alcock, which would be attended with great expence and incon- 
venience, and prove highly detrimental to the health and mind of the said W ra C. 
Alcock, being found of unsound mind and incapable of managing his own affairs ; 
that Petitioner and the said James Wallace might be appointed Committees of the 
Person and Estate of the said William Congreve Alcock ; Whereupon, and on read- 
ing the. Affidavits of James Wallace, Thomas Warburton, and John Dmjstan, It is 
ordered by nis Lordihip, that a Commission De Lunatico. Inquirendo do forthwith, 
issue, directed to Edward Westby, Stewart King, John Dwyer and Bertram Mitford, 
Esquires, or any three of them, to try and enquire whether the said William 
C. Alcock is or is not a person of unsound mind, and incapable of managing his own 
affairs ; and if so, when he became so, and whether he then w’as, or now is, seised, 

possessed 
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possessed of, or entitled unto any real freehold or personal Estate, and the nature 
and amount thereof, and who is or are his heir or heirs at law and next of kin. 
And it is further ordered, that the Commissioners, and the Jury tq be impannelled 
before them, do proceed to the said investigation upon such proofs and evidences 
as shall be produced before them, without requiring the personal attendance of the 
said W m C. Alcock. 

DAN. M c KAY, C. C. 



COPY COMMISSION. 

GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth. To our trusty 
and well-beloved Edward West by and Stewart King, Esquires, two of the Masters 
of our High Court of Chancery in Ireland, and John Dwyer and Bertram Mitford, 
Esquires, Barristers at law, greeting : WHEREAS it is given us to understand, by 
the Petition of Henry Alcock, Esq. that William Congreve Alcock, late of Land- 
scape in the county of Waterford, Esq. has been for some time past and still con- 
tinues to be lunatic and mad, and totally incapable of managing, conducting, or 
taking care of his Estate or Fortune : We, being willing to provide a remedy in this 
behalf, Do command you, or any three or more of you, that by the Oaths of good 
and law ful men, by whom the truth of the matter may be best known, you diligently 
enquire whether the said William Congreve Alcock be an Idiot, Lunatic, or person 
of unsound mind, so as to be incapable of managing and conducting his own 
affairs ; and if he be a Lunatic, or person of unsound mind, so as to be incapable of 
managing his own affairs, when he became so, and whether he then was, or now 
is, seised, possessed of, or entitled unto any real or personal Estate, and how much 
and of what the same consists, and who is or are his heir or heirs at law and next 
of kin ; and such Inquisition as shall be then found, you or any three of you shall 
openly and distinctly make return thereof to us, in our High Court of Chancery in 
Ireland, on or before the nineteenth day of January next ensuing, under your seals 
and the seals of those by whom the said Inquisition shall be made, together with this 
Commission. Witness, Charles Duke of Richmond, Our Lieutenant-General and 
General Governor of Ireland, -at Dublin, the nineteenth day of December in the 
ififty-first year of Our Reign. 

Examined. WESTMEATH. 

Thomas Bourchier., 

D T Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper. 

The execution of the within Commission appears by the Inquisition hereunto 
annexed ; so answer 

ED. WESTBY, 

STEWART KING, 

JOHN DWYER, 

BERTRAM MITFORD, 



^ Commissioners. 



COPY PRECEPT. 

• BY virtue of a Commission, in nature of a Writ De Lunatico Tnquirendo , under the 
‘Great Seal ot Ireland, bearing date at Dublin, the nineteenth day of December in 
the fifty-first year of the reign of King George the Third, To us whose names are 
hereunder written, directed to enquire w hether William C. Alcock , late of Landscape 
m the county of VV aterlbrd, Esquire, be a Lunatic or not: These are therefore to 
will and require you to cause to come and appear before us, twenty-four honest and 
lawful men of the county of the city of Dublin, on Monday the twenty-fourth day of 
December instant, at the hour of eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the same day' in 
that part of His Majesty’s Four Courts in the city of Dublin, known by the name of 
Ihe Court ot Appeals ; then and there, upon their oaths, to enquire of the Lunacv of 

f -t22i |l i 

D the 
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the said William Congreve Alcock, and of all such other matters and things as shall 
be then given in charge by virtue of the said Commission; and therefore tail not, at 
yflyr peril. Given under our hands and seals the nineteenth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord, Ope thousand eight hundred and ten. 

EDWARD WESTBY. (seal.) 
STEWART KING. (seal.) 

• : ' JOHN DWYER. (seal.) 

BERTRAM MILFORD, (seal. ). 

To the Sheriffs of the county of the city 
of Dublin, their Under Sheriff or Deputy. 



COPY PANNELL. 

County of the City of Dublin, 1 THE names of the Jurors to enquire whether William 
to wlt - J Congreve Alcock be a Lunatic or not; John Cash of the 

City of Dublin, Alderman ; Sir William S tamer, of the same, Baronet; Thomas 
Andrews, of the same, Alderman; Charles Thorp, of the same, Alderman; William 
Henry Archer, of the same, Alderman; Joshua Dixon, of the same, Esq. ; Jacob 
West, of the same, Esq.; Richard Smyth, of the same, Esq.; Brent Neville, of the 
same, Esq.; Frederick G. Bourns, of the same, Esq.; Mark Magrath, of the same, 
Esq. ; William Ferrall, of the same, Esq.; Robert Harty, of the same, Esq. ; Thomas 
M c Kenny, of the same, Esq. ; Eugene Sweny, of the same, Esq. ; Robert Shaw, of 
the same, Esq.; William Walsh, of the same, Esq.; George Perrin, of the same, 
Esq.; Samuel Dixon, of the same, Esq.; Richard Cole, of the same, Esq.; Jeffrey 
Foot, of the same, Esq.; Richard Jackson, of the same, Esq.; George Sutton, ot 
the same, Esq. ; Leonard Ogilby, of the same, Esq. So answer, 

0 MATT. WEST, 

BRENT NEVILLE, jun. 

J. HARVEY, 

LAURENCE REILLY, J ua,ims * 

Issues of each, £. 100. 



COPY INQUISITION. 

County -of the City of Dublin, 7 AN Inquisition indented and taken at the Four Courts, in 
to Wlt - J the county of the city of Dublin, on Monday the 24th day 

of December, in the Fifty-firft year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third, and soVorth,and in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and ten, 
before Edward Wcstby, Stewart King, John Dwyer, and Betram Mittbrd, Esquires, 
His Majesty's Commissioners, "by virtue of a Writ, De Lunatico fnquirendo, under the 
Great 'Seal of Ireland, bearing date at Dublin, the nineteenth day of December 
instant, to them the said Commissioners, directed to enquire whether William Con- 
greve Alcock, late of Landscape, in the county of Waterford, Esq. be an Idiot, 
Lunatic, or Person of unsound mind, so as to be incapable of conducting and 
managing his own affairs, when he became so, and whether he then was or now b 
seised/ possessed of, or entitled unto any real or personal Estate, and how much, 
and of what the same consists, and who 'is or are his heir or heirs at law and next 
of kin. as by said Commission hereunto annexed fully appears. Upon the Oaths of 
John Cash, \Viilia:n Stamer, Thomas Andrews, Charles Thorp, William H. Archer, 
Brent Neville, Jacob West, Frederick G. Bourns, William Ferrall, Richard Smyth, 
Mark Magrath, and Joshua Dixon,' good, honest and lawful men of the said county 
of the citvof Dublin, who, being sworn and charged upon their oaths, say that the 
said Wilfiam Congreve Alcock, is at the time of taking this Inquisition, a person of 
unsound mind, so as to be incapable of conducting and managing his own affairs, 
and that he became so on pr about the seventh day of November, One thousand eight 
hundred and nine. And the same Jurors, upon their Oaths, further say, that the said 
William Congreve Alcock, attlie time of taking this Inquisition, is seised for and dur- 
ing the natural life of his father, Henry Alcock, Esq. of and in the Town and Lands 
of ° Glyn and Tonamere, with then Rights, subdenominations and appurtenances, 
J includi»g 



^Sheriffs. 
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including the Dwelling-House, Offices and Lands of Landscape, situate in the county 
of Waterford, of the yearly value of One hundred Pounds and upwards, and also 
seised of a yearly rent charge during the life of his said father Henry Alcock, of 
Four hundred Pounds, charged on the Lands of Wilton, in the county of W exford, 
and is entitled to a Tenancy in Tail, expectant on the death of his father, in the said 
Lands of Wilton, of the yearly value of about Three thousand Pounds, and is pos- 
sessed of a personal fortune of about Three hundred Pounds, consisting of furniture. 
And lastly,, the same Jurors do find that Henry Alcock, junior, is the brother and 
heir af law of the said William Congreve Alcock, and that Henry Alcock, senior, 
Esq. his father, is the next of kin of the said William Congreve Alcock. In testi- 
mony whereof, as well the said Commissioners, as the Jurors aforesaid, have here- 
unto set their hands and seals the day and year first above written. 

J. Westby (seal.) — Stewart King (seal.) — John Dwyer (seal.) — Bertram 
Mitford (seal.) — John Cash (seal.) — William Stamer (seal.) — Thomas 
Andrews (seal.) — Charles Thorp (seal.) — William H. Archer (seal.) — 
Brent Neville (seal.)— Jacob West (seal.) — Frederick G. Bourns, (seal.) — • 
William Ferrall (seal.) — Richard Smyth (seal.) — Mark Magrath (seal.) — 
Joshua Dixon, (seal.) 

Received 28th December 1810. 

(A true Copy.) 

27 ) 0 . Bourchier, 

Dep. Cl k Crown and Han' IreP. 



— No. 2. — 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

Luna:, 8° die A prills, 1811. 

At the Committee of Privileges. 

Doctor Robert Darling Willis ; called in, and Examined. ^ 

H OW long have you attended Mr. Alcock? — I believe I saw him first in No- R. D. Willis 
vember 1809. ' — — 1 

Till when have you attended him? — I have not seen him for the last six months. 

Did -you see him frequently during the period of your attendance on him? 

Frequently. 

What do you apprehend to have been tire nature of his complaint when you did 
attend him ? — He laboured under a considerable degree of derangement of mind. 

Was that the case during the whole time that you attended him? — Yes. 

Did you, at the conclusion of your attendance on him, entertain any and what hopes 
of his recovery ? — I was not very sanguine, at any time, in my hopes of his recovery. 

Was the derangement he was under of that species that is usually permanent, or 
of long duration ? — L T sua!ly of long duration. 

Supposing his complaint to have continued with little alteration to the present 
time, w lmt is your opinion as to the probability of his recovery ?• — I have already 
stated that I was not sanguine in my hopes at the period above-mentioned ; of course 
the hope of recovery must now he lessened. 

Did you, when you last attended him, think it more probable that he would 
recover, or that he would not? — In my opinion the probability was against his 
recovery. 

On what circumstances was that opinion grounded? — On the nature of the case; 
the length of time the malady had been gradually coming on ; and on the little con- 
nexion which appeared to exist between the bodily and mental symptoms. 

V r ere there any intermissions of the malady during the period of Doctor W illis’s 
attendance? — No. 

Have 
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j) r Have you ever known any person with similar symptoms of malady recover? — 

n. D. mat. I think I have. 

^ J I)o you see any probability of Mr. Alcock’s recovery within the space of three 

years from this time? — I do not. 

If he should recover at all, is it your opinion that he is more likely to recover after 
the period of three years from this time, than within three years from this time ? — 

I have nothing to guide my opinion, to enable me to answer that question. 

Is it more than six months since you last saw Mr. Alcock? — I think not; it was- 
probably in October last that I saw him. 

During the time that you did attend him, did you perceive any variation in the 
disorder? — No variation in the material symptoms. 

Mr. Thomas lVarbur ton \ called in. 

Mr. DO you keep a house for the reception of Lunatics? — Yes, and have for up- 

T. Warburton. wards of thirty years. 

' v Do you attend the patients received into your house medically? — Not medically. 

How long has Mr. Alcock been under your care ? — Since the month of November 
1809. 

. Under what circumstances was he placed under your care? — In a state of com- 
plete mental derangement, attended with considerable danger as to any violent act he 
might commit. 

How long did you understand he had been ill before he was placed with you ?— 

I cannot speak positively as to the time ; but I think I was informed by the gentleman 
who brought him to me, he had not been ill more than a month. 

Do you mean by that answer, that according to what you understood, the first symp- 
toms of his disorder had not appeared more than a month before the time Mr. Alcock 
was placed under your care ? — I do mean that. 

Has there been any material alteration in the case since he was first placed under 
vour care ? — There have been several changes, and at times some favourable appear- 
ances, such as would lead one to hope that he might recover ; he has after these 
favourable changes unfortunately relapsed, and I think now is in a state of derange- 
ment very similar to what he was when he first came under my care. 

Have the symptoms been more favourable dafing the last six months ? — I think 
rather less so. 

Who has been his medical Attendant since he was first placed under your care? — 
Doctor Willis, to the latter end of September last ; and since then, Mr. Dunston, 
an Apothecary, who also attended him regularly whilst Doctor Willis attended, and 
is well acquainted with insane cases, having attended my house many years. 

You have stated that some favourable changes appeared ; at what period did they . 
occur p — After Mr. Alcock had been some time under my care the violence subsided, 
which I considered a favourable circumstance; at the same time his conversation was 
incoherent, and his ideas nearly what they were at the commencement : I think it was 
in the course of three or four months after he first was put under my care that he 
became more calm. 

Have you any, and if any, what degree of hope of Mr. Alcock’s recovery 
in the course of three years from this time? — I should certainly entertain hope of 
Mr. Alcock's recovery ; and I ground that hope on having seen, in the course of my 
experience, a number of cases pretty similar to his, in which recovery has taken place 
after an illness of longer duration than Mr. Alcock's has hitherto been. 

Do you apprehend it to be most probable that he will, or will not recover ? — That 
must depend I think chiefly on his constitution: Mr. Alcock labours under «o much 
irritation, that probably his constitution may give way, and paralysis ensue; but in the 
event of that not being the case, I should expect that when the irritation subsides, he 
will become sane. 

lias 
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Has there been any appearance of the irritation subsiding, and how lately ? — Mr. 

The last appearance I think was sometime in the month of October, but that was v ■* • Warburton. ^ 
only in a slight degree ; what I have before called amendment, has been absence ' 

of that extreme violence which he has at Other times manifested, but never free from 
irritation. 

Was that appearance, in the month of October, previous or subsequent to Doctor 
Willis's last attendance on Mr. Alcock ? — 1 cannot speak positively, but I think it was 
subsequent. 

Dr. Willis, again examined. 

DOES the evidence you have heard given by Mr. Warburton, cause any difference j) r jyuiis. 
in your opinion as to the probability of Mr. Adcock's recovery ? — Not any. ^ 

How often did you see Mr. Alcock during your attendance on him? — For some- 
time twice a week, afterwards once a week, or less frequently. 



Mr. 

IV arburton. 



Mr. Warburton , again examined. 

HOW frequently have you seen Mr. Alcock since he has been under your care?- 
I seldom miss seeing him daily ; sometimes twice a day. 

Mr. John Dunston , examined. 

WIIAT is your profession? — A Surgeon and Apothecary. Mr. 

Have you particularly applied yourself to the attendance on Lunatic patients ? Dunston. 
— I have attended Mr. Warburton's house for the reception of insane persons, for the ' v ■' 
last nine years, and have paid particular attention to the subject. 

How long have you attended Mr. Alcock? — Since November 1809, as I think, 
when he was first received under Mr. Warburton’s care, and up to the present time ; 

I have seen him within the last three days. 

What is your opinion of the probability of his recovery ? — It is necessary to men- 
tion, that since he has been there, he has been in a state of nervous irritation, occa- 
sionally extremely violent, and at no time capable of rational conversation ; I am of 
opinion, that if his health should sufficiently continue to prevent his going into a state 
of paralysis, a reasonable hope may be entertained of his recovery. 

Do you apprehend that there is a reasonable hope of his recovery within three 
years? — I think it is extremely probable that he will go into the state of paralysis I 
have mentioned ; should he not, I can only repeat my opinion that he may recover, 
but it is impossible for me to say when. 

Has any amendment taken place latterly in Mr. Alcock’s malady ? — I think it was 
in October last, that a considerable interval of quietude occurred, which might be con- 
sidered to be favourable ; since then he has relapsed into his former state, with occa- 
sional violence. 

Is his bodily health better, or worse, than it was in November 1809? — His general 
health is nearly the same. 

Are there any symptoms of paralysis coming on ? — Not immediately. 

If it should, would you apprehend him to be incurable ? — I should. 

If Mr. Alcock should not fall into a state of paralysis, do you think, that in such 
tfa.se there would be a fair probability of his recovery ? — I do. 



122 , 
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